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Understanding the Port
Puerto Plata gives the Dominican Republic's north coast two different front doors: Taino Bay at the edge of the city, and Amber Cove, a resort-style complex twenty minutes west.
Know which one your ship uses, and this stop serves up mountains, waterfalls, and Victorian charm.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
The Port Area
Two ports: Taino Bay (walkable to downtown Puerto Plata)
and Amber Cove (Carnival family lines, in Maimón Bay
west of town). Check which one your ship uses.

Cash & Currency
The Dominican peso is official, but USD is accepted at
both port complexes and tourist stops; expect change in
pesos. Small bills help.

Getting Around
Taxis wait at both ports; agree the fare before you ride.
Downtown is walkable from Taino Bay. From Amber Cove,
town is about 15325 minutes.

GOOD

The Port & the Old City
Best for: Short stops, easy days, minimal logistics

✓ Umbrella Street and gingerbread Victorians

✓ Both port complexes have pools built in

✓ Back at the ship whenever you want

Low effort, high reward.

BETTER

The Cable Car Day
Best for: Couples, view seekers, photographers

✓ Ride the Teleférico up Mount Isabel de Torres

✓ The Christ statue and gardens at the summit

✓ Fort San Felipe by the harbor on the way back

Go early, before the clouds roll in.

BEST

27 Waterfalls of Damajagua
Best for: Adventurers, families with teens, thrill seekers

✓ Climb the canyon, then slide and jump back down

✓ Guides, helmets, and life vests included

✓ The north coast's signature adventure

Timing management required. Plan around all aboard.

Top Experiences to Consider
GOOD Old Puerto Plata

From Taino Bay, stroll to Umbrella Street, the Victorian houses around Central Park, and the
amber museum. From Amber Cove, the complex itself is the easy day.

BETTER The Teleférico
The cable car climbs Mount Isabel de Torres to gardens, sweeping coast views, and Puerto
Plata's own Christ the Redeemer. Ride early: the summit clouds over by midday.

BEST Damajagua Falls
Hike up a jungle canyon, then slide and leap down a staircase of turquoise pools. Book as a
guided excursion with port pickup, and pack shoes that can get wet.

Where Staff & Travelers Recommend
27 Waterfalls of Damajagua
The consensus pick and one of the Caribbean's best adventure days. Reasonable fitness
required; the memories are guaranteed.

The Teleférico
The favorite easy outing: big views for little effort, minutes from the city piers.

Puerto Plata and the Taino Bay cruise port from above Historic downtown Puerto Plata
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Key Considerations
Confirm which port your ship uses before you plan anything. Taino Bay puts the city
at your feet; Amber Cove trades walkability for a self-contained resort day, and the
sights cost a taxi ride from there. Vendors are enthusiastic at both; a friendly no
thank you works.

The Damajagua falls tour is genuinely physical 4 wet hiking, ladders, jumps 4 and
most cruise tours run the 7-falls circuit (minimum age 8). Match it to your travelers.
The Teleférico rewards the first gondolas of the morning, before the mountain pulls
its cloud cap on.

The 27 Waterfalls of Damajagua

Fortaleza San Felipe, with ships at Taino Bay behind

Playa Dorada

Photos via Wikimedia Commons: Jusunx (CC BY-SA 4.0), R. Bixby (CC BY 2.0), Funcheta (CC BY-SA 4.0), CareAhLine
(CC0), M. Bosio (CC BY 2.0)

Port Orientation

FROM THE PORTS
Downtown & Umbrella Street Walkable from Taino Bay

Fort San Felipe ~ 10 min walk from Taino Bay

Amber Cove complex Self-contained; town is a taxi away

~ 5–10 min by taxi from Taino Bay
Teleférico cable car Up Mount Isabel de Torres

~ 15–30 min by taxi
Playa Dorada Resort beach; closer from Taino Bay

~ 30–45 min by tour
27 Waterfalls of Damajagua Canyoning; closer from Amber Cove

DON'T FORGET
Confirm your all aboard time before you leave the ship.
Set a phone alarm. The ship will not wait for you.

Key Takeaway
Puerto Plata rewards knowing your port: city charm from Taino Bay, resort ease
at Amber Cove, and the same great mountain and waterfalls from both.

Pick the cable car or the canyon, and this becomes the sleeper hit of the
itinerary.

ETA will help you choose the right experience based on your travel style.
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Did You Know?
Jurassic Amber. Dominican amber is famous for its insect inclusions, and the Amber
Museum in Puerto Plata displays specimens straight out of Jurassic Park 4 a story the
movie set in these very hills.

A Christ Above the Clouds. Atop Mount Isabel de Torres stands a Christ the Redeemer
statue, a smaller cousin of Rio's 4 on a mountain that is actually taller than Corcovado. The
cable car up was the Caribbean's first.

Columbus Slept Nearby. La Isabela, the first permanent European town in the Americas,
was founded by Columbus in 1493 on the coast just west of Puerto Plata.

The Sound of the DR. Merengue was born in the Dominican Republic and is UNESCO-
listed cultural heritage. Dominican bachata earned the same honor in 2019.

Port of Silver. Columbus named the cloud-capped mountain Monte de Plata 4 the silver is
in the clouds, not the ground. Brugal rum has been made here since 1888.
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