GLACIER BAY Good | Better | Best

A SCENIC DAY GUIDE An ETA Advisory Resource

Understanding the Day

This is the day nobody gets off the ship — and it may be the best day of the cruise. Your ship spends nine or ten hours inside a national park, park rangers ride along narrating,
and the finale is roughly an hour holding before a wall of ice a mile wide.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO

Will Your Ship Go? The Rangers On Deck All Day

The park admits at most two cruise ships a day, and only National Park Service rangers — often with a Huna Tlingit Expect 50s and mist — and don't mourn the sunshine: soft
lines holding park permits get in — which is why we ask cultural interpreter — board by boat near the entrance overcast light makes glacier ice glow bluer. Layers, hat,
about Glacier Bay before anything else when we book around dawn and stay all day: narration on deck, a staffed gloves, rain shell, binoculars. The ship glides slowly
Alaska. If it's on your itinerary, you're holding one of the info desk, talks, and Junior Ranger badges for the kids. through whale waters by design.

day's two tickets.

What to Watch For
m The Lower Bay

The ship slows through humpback feeding waters — that's the law, and the chance. South
Marble Island passes with Steller sea lions hauled out and puffins whirring past the rails.

Watch From Your Balcony
Best for: Comfort lovers, late risers, cold dodgers

v Ranger narration carried on the stateroom TV

V' The ship's slow rotation brings the face to you The Wildlife Ledges
v Coffee in hand, glacier out the window Gloomy Knob's gray cliffs hold mountain goats most days; sea otters raft in the coves.
Low effort, high reward. Promise yourself the habitat, not the animals — then let the rangers point.
Margerie & the Grand Pacific

The hour at the face: Margerie's mile-wide wall, roughly 250 feet above the water. The low,
Work the Open Decks gravel-dark ice beside it is the Grand Pacific — the shrunken giant that once filled this entire
Best for: Photographers, wildlife spotters, first-timers bay.

) Bofhsides ofthe <hip, & 42y long Where Staff & Travelers Recommend

The Two-Glacier Trick

Margerie gets the fame — but watch for Lamplugh's electric-blue ice on the way up the West Arm.
Many captains slow there too.

v Commentary on the outdoor speakers
v Claim rail space ~45 minutes before the glacier

Layer up — glaciers make their own weather.

Ask the Rangers What Changed

The ice moves every year, and the people narrating watched it happen. Best conversation on the
Follow the Rangers' Day ship-
Best for: The curious, families, park collectors
v Up early for the boarding and the whale waters
v The floating visitor-center desk and talks between sights
v A Junior Ranger badge earned entirely at sea

A full national-park day without a single step ashore.

Margerie Glacier's mile-wide face — the ship's featured stop of the day Even a full-size cruise ship looks like a toy against Glacier Bay's walls
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Continued

Key Considerations

Honesty from the rail: the Park Service itself now describes Margerie as thinning
and receding, so treat calving as a gift, not a promise — and Johns Hopkins Inlet,
home of the park's one advancing star, stays closed to cruise ships until late
season to protect seal pups. What's guaranteed is the day itself: the slow waters,
the narration, the hour at the ice.

Balcony or deck? The ship pivots at the face, so a balcony sees the glacier for part
of the hold and fjord wall the rest. Our play: open decks for the approach and the
rotation, then warm up behind glass — every big ship has an observation lounge
with the same view and heat.

Johns Hopkins Glacier, striped with mountain rock — captains enter its inlet only when the rules allow

A sea otter floats by with lunch — keep the binoculars at the rail
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The Day, In Order

A TYPICAL RUN UP THE BAY

Around dawn

® Rangers board at the entrance By boat, while the ship moves

The slow morning

Sitakaday Narrows & whale waters
® South Marble Island
® Gloomy Knob

Slow by law — watch for flukes
Sea lions & puffins

Goats on the ledges

Up the West Arm

Reid & Lamplugh glaciers The electric blues

The main event

® Margerie & Grand Pacific About an hour at the face

The run back out

® Rangers depart, bay astern 65 miles of brand-new water

DON'T FORGET

The rangers board around dawn and the whale waters come first.
Set an alarm. The ice will not wait for you.

Key Takeaway

Glacier Bay is the rarest kind of cruise day: a national park that comes aboard,
narrates itself, and saves a wall of ice for the finale.

Two hundred fifty years ago this was solid glacier. You'll sail sixty-five miles of it
before dinner.

ETA will help you choose the right experience based on your travel style.
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Did You Know?

The Fastest Retreat Ever Recorded. When Vancouver sailed past in 1794, this bay barely
existed — a dent in a wall of ice. By John Muir's 1879 visit the ice had pulled back more
than 40 miles. The Park Service calls it the fastest documented glacial retreat in recorded
history.

Homeland, Not Wilderness. To the Huna Tlingit this is Sit' Eeti Gheeyi — "the bay in place
of the glacier" — homeland since long before the ice advanced. In 2016 their carvers raised
Xunaa Shuka Hit at Bartlett Cove, the first clan house to stand here in some 250 years.

Whales on File. Biologists have tracked individual humpbacks here every summer since
1985 — one of the longest-running studies of living whales in the world. Some flukes at the
rail have been known to science for four decades.

Four Parks, One Giant. Glacier Bay is one corner of a four-park World Heritage site spilling
across Alaska, the Yukon, and British Columbia — billed by the Park Service among the
largest internationally protected areas on Earth.

Not Everything Shrinks. The park holds more than 1,000 glaciers, only about seven still
calving into the sea — and one of them, Johns Hopkins, has actually been advancing in
recent years, per the Park Service.
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